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I’m Thankful for You 

 
 

Thanksgiving is the appointed time 

for focusing on the good in our lives. 

In each of our days, 

we can find small blessings, 

but too often we overlook them, 

choosing instead to spend our time 

paying attention to problems. 

We give our energy 

to those who cause us trouble 

instead of those who bring peace. 

Starting now, 

let’s be on the lookout 

for the bits of pleasure in each hour, 

and appreciate the people who 

bring love and light to everyone 

who is blessed to know them. 

You are one of those people. 

On Thanksgiving, 

I’m thankful for you. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 



Language Arts—Karen Kazemi 

9th Grade:  Just started reading A Long Way Gone, about a boy soldier from Sierra Leone.  It is a compelling memoir about 

Ishmael Beah’s experience being brainwashed and forced to be a boy soldier when his country was in the middle of a war 

(1990’s).  This book is another example of how intolerance, racism, prejudice, attitudes, etc., can lead to gruesome warfare.  As 

your child’s teacher, I hope to provide another learning opportunity where he/she will think about and be aware of global prob-

lems (ie:  war) as well as continue to develop tolerance, acceptance and empathy of others despite his/her differences with the 

norm of society. 

8th Grade:  Starting to read three books of his/her choice:  Anne Frank, Zlata’s Diary or Durango Street.  Two of the three 

books are written in diary/journal form.  I hope that your child learns that tolerance, acceptance and empathy of others is an 

important quality in life.  In addition, hopefully your child will continue to use paper/pencil as a way to communicate his/her 

thoughts, journeys, celebrations, trials/tribulations, etc. 

7th Grade:  Starting to read The Diary of Anne Frank (one student will read Zlata’s Diary).  Your child will get to see what 

it was like for a young girl to be hiding out during WWII.  Hopefully, your child will gain an appreciation for what it means to 

have a “safe roof over his/her head”, see the value of journaling and briefly live vicariously through Anne Frank’s journal writ-

ing. 

 NOTE:  While Karen’s LA class is finished reading The Freedom Writer’s Diary independently, her class will still be using it 

throughout the year for writing, comprehension, etc.  Therefore, please make sure that your child either keeps it in a memorable 

spot at home or brings it back and Karen will house it somewhere so it won’t get lost. 

In addition, if parents would like to donate supplies such as trail mix, cereal, pretzels, soup, etc., that would be wonderful. 

**Please be thinking of fundraiser possibilities in order to invite Erin Gruwell and/or Maria Reyes (an original Freedom Writer 

student to come to our school to speak in the spring.  Thanks for all your support. 

Science—Joanie May 

7th Grade:  Continuing their journey through space.  We have learned about the early days of NASA and have simulated being 

astronauts.  Next up……….the moon. 

8th Grade:  They are learning about genetics.  We have learned about the structure of DNA and cell division.  We will use this 

knowledge to determine if our traits are dominant or recessive.  We will also complete punett squares to predict traits. 

9th Grade:  They have been learning about the cell.  We will apply our knowledge of the cell as we investigate how an individ-

ual cell is able to survive on its own and work together to be part of an organism. 

Look What’s Happening in our Academic Classes 

Math—Jami Nelson 

7th Grade: Finishing up linear relationships; will begin Number Sense unit which in-

cludes relationships among fractions, decimals and rational numbers. 

8th Grade: Finished area, getting close to finishing volume, will begin linear relation-

ships. 

9th Grade:  Working on linear relationships:  graphs, tables, equations. 
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Social Studies—Eric Martinez 

7th Grade:  We will complete our section on Feudal Times in Europe and begin our study on the Byzantine Empire, and 

the Rise of Islam. 

8th Grade:  We have been studying the creation of our government.  The next couple of weeks we will also look at cur-

rent political issues. 

9th Grade:  We will continue to study the Dynasties of Ancient China. 



CRS—Heather Cotham 

& Therese Hustis 

We are watching the 

movie, “Take the Lead”.  

This is a great movie and 

I am using it as a lead 

into our next unit on 

“tearing off your label” 

from the WHY TRY ma-

terials.  We will also be 

learning about Defense 

Mechanisms—how to re-

spond to certain situa-

tions, and The Motivation 

Formula—channel ing 

anger and challenges into 

positive motivation. 

Computers—Heather 

Cotham, Jamie Fet-

terley, Mary 

Loughran 

 

8th Graders are work-

ing on various projects:  

promotional dinners 

(how to create menus, 

guests lists, etc.,)  They 

are also learning how 

to plan a detailed trip 

to Utah.  These projects 

help in building organ-

izational skills and pay-

ing attention to details. 

Media Production—Heather 

We will continue to work on the 

elements of a story, begin how 

to design storyboards, and 

hopefully get into the filming or 

our short stories/films. 

Video Yearbook—Heather 

We are working on making, 

creating, editing, our own mov-

ies at this time.  We just fin-

ished a project of a slideshow 

titled—”A Day through the eyes 

of Nessa” 

Study Strategies—Therese Hustis 

Over the next two months, we will be using the 

“Why Try” Program which teaches ten visual analo-

gies to help our students deal with life’s daily pres-

sures and challenges in an experiential format.  For 

example:  “The Reality Ride” gives students insight 

into the consequences of the decisions.  “Tearing off 

Labels” encourages students to let their strengths 

emerge and not live up to the negative labels that 

may have been placed upon them.  “Seeing Over the 

Wall” teaches students to see more in life than just 

problems and challenges. 

PATHWAYS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

The staff at Pathways selected the following student for the Leadership Council.  

7th Grade   9th Grade    

Jose Arroyo Arellano  Aurelio Gazotti   

Rachel Kloosterman  Bryce Jackman 

    Christy Kaiser 

8th Grade   Jo Peterson 

Berenice Arroyo Arellano Keevin Schmidt 

Taylor Payson   Brady Weinberger 

Chelsey Robertson 

Jordan Sena 

Electives Update—Heather Cotham 

Physical Education—

Heather Cotham 

We are working on flag foot-

ball and then moving onto 

two-touch football.  After 

football, we will begin our 

hockey unit.  We will con-

tinue to work on team-

building, cooperation, and 

sportsmanship as well. 

Other Important News 
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Art—Jean Schleager 

Pathways students have been exploring the vast world 

of color.  We have created large abstracted portraits 

using a monochromatic color scheme.  

Presently, students are creating work 

in the Dia de los muertos style in cele-

bration of the fall season.  We are also 

planning to visit the galleries of Sante 

Fe for a first Friday Art walk on Fri-

day, November 7th from 5-7:30 p.m. 

If your actions in-

spire others   to 

dream more, learn 

more, do more and 

become more, you 

are a leader! 

Author:  John 

Quincy Adams 



LPS Campus Portal (https://campus.lps.k12.co.us/campus/portal/littleton.jsp) is our tool for parents and stu-

dents to access instant, online, timely and secure student information:  class schedule, attendance, report cards 

and transcripts, assignments and up-to-date grades for all classes.  Campus Portal is a means to further pro-

mote educational excellence by enhancing our program of communication with parents and students.  Once you 

have an account, parents will have access to all of your LPS students on one screen. 

In order to access the portal, parents must first complete a two page form.  Please call the office (303) 347-4980 

if you need a form.  The form must then be brought into the office along with a valid photo ID.  Because the 

photo ID is a federal requirement for privacy reasons, you must present it in person.  At that time you will re-

ceive an “activation key” that will allow you to create your Parent Portal Account on-line. 

Infinite Campus 

Karen Goodwin-303-347-3388-Director of Alternative Education 
kgoodwin@lps.k12.co.us 

Therese Hustis-303-347-4981-Program Facilitator 
thustis@lps.k12.co.us 

Jean Schealger-303-347-4988-Art 

jschealger@lps.k12.co.us 

Heather Cotham-303-347-4982-Electives 
hcotham@lps.k12.co.us 

Karen Kazemi-303-347-4986-Language Arts 
kkazemi@lps.k12.co.us 

Mary Loughran-303-347-4980-Secretary, Attendance 
mloughran@lps.k12.co.us 

Joanie May-303-347-4985 Science 

jmay@lps.k12.co.us 

Eric Martinez-303-347-4983 Social Studies 
emartinez@lps.k12.co.us 

Jami Nelson-303-347-4987-Math 

jnelson@lps.k12.co.us 

Jamie Fetterley-303-347-4980-Secretary, Attendance 
jfetterley@lps.k12.co.us 

How 
to 

Rea
ch 

Us 

https://campus.lps.k12.co.us/campus/portal/littleton.jsp 

User Name:  your student ID# 

Password:  your birthday in this format MMDDYY 

Grades:  Click on PMS 08-09 in the left column to view your assignment due date calendar 

Web Page:  Click on Pathways in the left column to access the Goddard web page 

Log Off:  click on “log off” 



Heritage Youth Wrestling Club 

Heritage Youth Wrestling Club will begin practice on Monday November 10th.  Registration will take place in the front 

lobby of Heritage High School starting at 5:45 p.m., there will be no early registration and if you can not be there on the 

first evening we will register you on your first day at practice.  This program has provided opportunities for Littleton stu-

dents to learn the sport of wrestling for 29 years. 

Practice: Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7:30 (starting November 10th and 12th) 

Age: Wrestlers age 6 to 14 with or without experience. 

Attire: Wrestlers need to wear a t-shirt and shorts or sweatpants.  Tennis shoes are fine so long as they are clean, wres-

tling shoes if you have them.  Head gear is not required.  We will have a shoe salesmen at one of the practices for those 

who wish to purchase them.  I will provide uniforms for the second half of the season and they are not needed for the first 

half. 

Sessions:  The season is broken down into two sessions.  The first session is November and December,    ( November 10 th 

to December 10th), and will be mainly teaching the basics of wrestling with possibly two tournaments.  The Second ses-

sion begins on January 5th and will run through February 11th, during this session we will practice on Monday and wres-

tle competitively against other teams on Wednesday with a season ending tournament. 

Questions: contact Heritage Head Wrestling Coach Ray Barron at 303-347-6708 or rbarron@lps.k12.co.us 

Other School News 
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A+Academics A+Activities A+Arts A+Athletics  

WHO: 8th Grade Students AND their Parents 

WHEN:  Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

           6:30 pm—8:00 pm     6:30-6:45  Orientation—Main Entrance Foyer 

WHERE:  LITTLETON HIGH SCHOOL   6:45—7:05 Welcome—”Mane Stage” Theater 

       7:05—7:15 Adjourn to Small Grps (Science Rms) 

         Spanish Speaking Parents  (Library) Refreshments 

       7:15—8:00 PRESENTATION/Q&A SESSIONS  

         Parent Groups/Student Groups 

Girls Basketball 

Monday, November 3rd @Powell  Tuesday, November 25th @Euclid 

Thursday, November 6th @Newton  Tuesday, December 2nd @Newton 

Monday, November 10th @Euclid  Quarter Finals held on Thursday, December 4th—TBA 

Tuesday, November 11th @Goddard  District Tournament Saturday, December 6th @Euclid 

Tuesday, November 18th @Goddard 

Thursday, November 20th @Powell  TIMES TBA 


